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Sr. John Michael and Sr. Christopher Mary, who left last February for St. 
Mary’s at the Motherhouse in Algiers for their year of special missionary 
training are greeted by other young American Sisters at their arrival. 
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AFLAME FOR AFRICA 


The five young Sisters who left for St. Mary’s last August 


give an account of their yeat,of special missionary training in the 


following articles. 


We made it! After six monthé 
Postulate, eighteen months Novis 
tiate, seven days on the ocean; 
three days in France, one day on 


the Mediterranean...we finally 
arrived at “the Promised Land’! 
... Africa! 


We were quite overwhelmed = 
that’s almost an understatement 
by our new Sisters .. . how $fien@ 
ly and nice they all were % u§ 
when we arrived at St. Mary for 
our year of missionary “traififgg. 
We were fifty strong coming fr@m 
at least ten countries: Bélgiutm, 
Canada, England, France,) Ga 
many, Goa, Holland, Scotlar 
South Africa and the United 
States. We are here to get takng@ 
one another, to share our cugstorigy 
habits, ideas, etc. This blending gf 
so many different nationalities # 
one of the greatest sQurées ‘GF 
strength in our CongregatiGiy, & 
a fountain of life and enetgyy & 
showing forth the true urty@teale 
ity and oneness of ouf religion: 

For example, right nowetsd ant 
writing this, theresaré three Bel- 
gian Sisters, one ‘Canadian,’ oné 
French, two Germaf, éne~Sc6tch 
and one American in the-fdom, all 
working hard, working together as 


a unit. Another example, one Sun- 
day we went to visit some Arab 
families and, as we were walking 
along chatting away, I noticed that 
eagh one of us was from a differ- 
enfcountry, Belgium, France, Hol- 
lard, Germany and the United 
States. 

Not, only do we have unified— 
diffetsity—if I may coin a word— 
in nationality and language, but 
also MM occupations. We have Sis- 
ters/Who were nurses, teachers, 
Stud@nts, seamstresses, musicians, 
@rusts and even a doctor... all 
WhO Dowsdesire to work for the 
Salvation of African souls. 


Our/days are full. In the morn- 
mgs we learn the different kinds 
Of works which will be a help to us 
im tlie missions. The afternoons are 
Gedicated to studies in missiology, 
languages, Bible, etc. Each month 
Or two, the employments change, 
Biwing all an opportunity to learn 
Many different things. Also during 
Our ycar, we are sent to one of the 
Mranyemissions around Algiers, to 
live ‘the missionary life at a post. 


Thursdays are the busiest days 
of the™wWeek when many Sisters 
teach catechism at the five or six 
different parishes, others teach 
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Sr. Mary Steven writing her article in 


~ 


the documentation room. 


handiwork at workrooms for the 
Arab girls, some go to a dispensary 
to care for the sick and the rest 
keep house and do the ironing. On 
Sundays, there are also catechism 
lessons and during the afternoons 
many Sisters have an opportunity 
to visit Moslem families or per- 
haps take a hike to the sea or one 
of our convents in Algiers. 


We pray, we work, and oh yes, 
we play. Almost everyday after 
dinner, there is a lively game of 
some kind going on. Others take 
walks through the gardens and 
fields. There is one group who 
practice on flutes and harmonicas 
as they walk along. 


If you walked into our commun- 
ity room here at St. Mary’s, you 
would see two large drawings on 
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the walls which, at first glance, do 
not seem to fit. These drawings are 
placed in strategic spots . . . both 
are pictures of log fires with the 
flames leaping and soaring up to- 
wards heaven. Rather odd one 
might say, but no, for us these 
fires have become symbols, have 
become reminders that we must 
become imbued with the flames of 
zeal, that burning desire for souls, 
that must characterize the life of a 
missionary. 


Yes, our year of training here is 
built upon that theme. . . becom- 
ing afire with zeal for God’s glory 
and so spread God’s Kingdom on 
earth. 


Sr. Mary Steven, W.S. 


The study of the African languages is 


of the upmost importance. 
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Life at St. Mary’s is wonderful! 
Our first task was to learn French 
...S0 everyday one of our French 
Sisters, who was learning English 
but could not speak it very much, 
took us for our French class. We 
learned a lot of French and I| think 
Sister learned as much English in 
the process. 

Do you know why this Congre- 
gation held a special attraction for 
me? One of the reasons was because 
in the booklet THE MASTER 
CALLS YOU I read that the Mis- 
sionary Sisters of our Lady of Af- 
rica are really Catholic in the strict 
sense of the word because they re- 
cruit Sisters from many different 
countries. This Catholicity is the 
source of one of the greatest joys 
here at St. Mary’s. At present, we 
are about fifty young Sisters from 
our Novitiates in Europe and 
America. We have many languages, 
many customs, and many back- 
grounds, but we are one in heart 
and mind, living together under 
the same rule, and serving the same 
Master. 

The purpose of this year at St. 
Mary’s is to help us to get to know 
and appreciate the various nation- 
alities which we represent, and to 
get to know something about Afri- 
ca and life in the missions. Some- 
times, we cannot help but praise 
God, at least in our hearts, when 
we see that each nationality has its 
special characteristics, and yet how 
there is something of the same in 
all of us. Although I don’t know 


bbb te ee edy 


for sure, I have a suspicion that 
there must be a little Dutch in me; 
because during the recreation, if 
the Dutch Sisters do their national 
dance, I just can’t sit still...I al- 
ways have to go and join them. 

Sometimes on the feast days of 
our Blessed Mother, we all go to 
the grotto of Our Lady of Lourdes 
and recite the rosary in five langu- 
ages! A decade each in French, 
English, Dutch, German and Ara- 
bic. As some of our Sisters will re- 
main in North Africa after their 
training, they also learn Arabic so 
as to be able to teach it to the chil- 
dren. 

The Motherhouse is built in the 
form of a rectangle which encloses 
a garden, and in the middle of it 
there is a statue of the Blessed Vir- 
gin. Each day before morning pray- 
ers and after night prayers, the 
Sisters go to say a few words to 
Our Blessed Mother...and not 
only at those times, but often dur- 
ing the day when they happen to 
be passing by. It was at one of these 
times that I happened to notice 
several Sisters there of different 
nationalities, and I thought to my- 
self, we are all children of the same 
Mother... and she loves us all. I 
wonder if it makes her happy to 
see her daughters from so many 
different countries paying their re- 
spects to her and offering her their 
love, together, here in Africa. I 
think it does, because I’m sure she 
had something to do with getting 
us here! 
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The young Sisters visit Sister St. Denis, a sick Sister who devoted many years of 
her life to the missions. 


We Americans have all been born 
and raised near a baseball field. It 
just never occurred to me that 
anyone else in the world might not 
know about it. Anyway, when we 
arrived at St. Mary’s, we made the 
shocking discovery that the Euro- 
pean Sisters didn’t know how to 
play baseball. We decided to reme- 
dy the situation at the noon recre- 
ations. The project wasn’t too suc- 
cessful for several reasons. First of 
all, we only had a soccer ball, so 
we decided to “pitch” it on the 
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ground and kick it with our feet. 
We don’t realize how complicated 
baseball is until we begin to teach 
it to someone who hasn’t the first 
idea of what it is all about. But 
just the same, we all had a lot of 
fun playing something that must 
have been at least the 43rd cousin 
of that great American sport... 
Baseball ! 

On Sunday afternoons we are 
free and there are always several 
groups who go to visit our sick Sis- 
ters. It always happens quite natur- 
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ally that these groups are made up 
of several nationalities. Many times 
there are not two Sisters from the 
same country. To visit and talk 
with these Sisters who are veterans 
of the missions is still another of 
the joys of the young Sisters at 
St. Mary’s. 


I have only touched on one phase 
of our life during this supplemen- 
tary year of our preparation for 
the missions, but it’s a very beauti- 
ful phase, and I hope it will give 
you a little idea of the spirit that 
reigns among us. 

Sr. Myriem pe La Crorx, W.S. 
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Father Pwamang, from the Gold Coast, who is studying at Fordham University, 
while on a visit to the White Sisters gives last minute information to Sister David 
Mary betore her departure for Africa, while Sister Marie Blanche looks on. 

The former Susan Warner of Manchester, N.H., Sister David Mary recently 
completed a course in nursing and will be able to staff one of the White Sisters’ 
hospitals. 


An Arab woman unveils herself at the dispen- 
sary and is so pleased to have this occasion to speak 


 H ” ~ with Sister that she seems to forget the distress 
i § 
> of her baby. 
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WHAT'S BEHIND THOSE WALLS? 


That is the $64.00 question which so many people in the world 
discuss in their conversations over a tea-cup, around the hearth, 
or any place where sociable beings gather for a friendly chat. 
Inevitably, there is always someone in the group who has a son, 
a daughter, a relative or friend in religion, and so the age old 
question is again brought to the fore . . . What’s behind those 
walls? 

Perhaps, dear reader, you are one of those. interested ques- 
tioners, who I hope after having read this article through, will 
receive a pleasant surprise! I leave it to you, to draw your own 


conclusions. 


ST. MARY’S COMMUNITY 
Bang! Bang! Bang! 


“What are you doing there, Sis- 
ter Jean, putting up something for 
us to admire?” 

“No Sister Bonaventura, it’s a 
Friday Evening Chart . . . here’s 
a pencil. Would you like to sign 
up?” 

“Now, just a minute, Sister. I 
don’t like to sign anything, no 
matter how attractive it appears, 
until I know the reason. What is 
it all about?” 


“Well, you know how many 
feast days Holy Mother Church 
celebrates throughout the year ac- 
cording to their respective impor- 
tance. Here, then, is a program, 
which has never failed to be a great 
. Notice the five titles 
... Dramatics, Dances, Songs, De- 
sign, Liturgy. Sign your name to 
the one you prefer and be on time 
for our Friday evening meetings 

. the first one is next Friday at 
eight.” 
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success .. 


“How many meetings will there 
be?” 

“As many as there are Fridays 
here at St. Mary’s.” 

“One more question, Sister Jean, 
a few minutes ago you started to 
say something about feast days 
and somehow you ended up on 
Friday evening. I know time sim- 
ply flies, but not quite that fast.” 

“Well, then, every Friday eve- 
ning we will discuss, develop and 
experiment with our plans for cel- 
ebrating the approaching feast day 

. now, then which group do you 
wish to...” 

“Oh, I understand . quick, 
give me the pencil. I'll sign for 
Dramatics. I’ve always been inter- 
ested in theatricals.” 

Now, Sister, keep your imagina- 
tion in check and don’t expect too 
much from us amateurs; but we 
will have fun trying to do our 
best.” 

By now the other Sisters have 
entered the community room and 
they too ask their _ inevitable 
“What's, Why’s and Wherefore’s” 
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and so Sister Jean patiently ex- 
plains the new plan in action. The 
room buzzes with excitement as 
the Sisters gaily voice their opin- 
ions and exchange their ideas. In 
no time, the once blank chart has 
become an intricate maze of sig- 
natures. 

“How soon do we begin?”, a Sis- 
ter asks as she hastily finishes the 
last letter of her name. 

“Tomorrow night”, is heard in a 
medley of gay voices. 

“Come with your heads burst- 
ing with ideas and your hands full 
of paper and pencils”, advises Sis- 
ter Jean. 

And so our motto... “Never a 
dull moment, and all for the glory 
of God” becomes a truly vivifying 
reality. 

By this time, dear reader, you 
are asking, “What are the results 
of all this activity?” The answer 
lies in the following related by a 
representative from each group. 


DRAMATIC GROUP 


Sister Jean reports thus: “For 
our Patronal Feast, the Immacu- 
late Conception, we presented the 
Joyful and Sorrowful Mysteries 
... Our Lady being the main fig- 
ure, with a chorus of Sisters ac- 
companying her in silent and re- 
spectful gestures, while classical 
music provided suitable back- 
ground. Liturgical hymns _ inter- 
spersed the narrator’s account and 
explanation of each mystery. 

“For variety, we dramatized a 


humorous ANIMAL SYMPHO- 
NY for Christmas. Each Sister 


participating, imitated an animal 
or bird in its characteristic gestures, 
making its way to the foot of the 


crib to adore its Creator, the King 
of Love. 

“On another occasion, the NA- 
TIVITY was told in a reverent 
and silent manner, the scenes being 
mimed while the reading of the 
scriptural passage preceded each 
setting and an appropriate medi- 
tation followed. Hymns to Our 
Lady and Christmas Carols with 
an organ accompaniment made a 
suitable background. 

“Some of our Sisters, who are 
studying the Uganda language, en- 
tertained us with a delightful skit 
typical of that country, in the ver- 
nacular.” 


DANCE GROUP 

Sister Francis of Goa has this to 
say: “We all look forward to our 
Friday evening recreations. As the 
bell rings our group hurries to- 
gether where we plan dances for 
the next seance. One suggests a 
Scotch dance, another a waltz, an- 
other a gig. All heads are humming 
with ideas especially for folklore 
dancing. So many to chose from, 
that’s the difficulty. Finally the 
choice is made, keeping in mind 
what appeals most to the children 
in our mission schools. Feet get 
busy to the tune and a good lesson 
it is sometimes in perseverance. 
Luckily for us the harmonium is 
installed in the room, and the Sis- 
ter who plays it has an admirable 
store of patience. Over and over 
she repeats the tune till, with a cry 
of satisfaction, the leader pronoun- 
ces success.” 

SONGS 

Sister Marc-Andrew informs us 
that in her group, the Sisters be- 
come acquainted with Girl Scout 
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Making marionnettes for a puppet show. 


Songs, Negro Spirituals, Folk 
and Rounds, all of which 
are in current use in their respec- 
tive countries from which the Sis- 
ters have come. Not only do they 
enjoy themselves, but they obtain 
practical ideas for fitting use in 
their classrooms, etc. Not a minute, 
not a musical note, not even a 
dance step is wasted. Everything 
for the missions! and to fur- 
ther the cause of our apostolate... 


AFRICA FOR CHRIST. 


Songs 


DESIGNS 
Sister Giovanni Bosco relates 
the following: “With bits of paper 


ribbons and 
et ceteras, our 


cuttings, cardboards, 
an assortment of 
group prepares the designs for 
scenery and properties for 
the various entertainments, plays, 
treasure-hunts, marionnettes, and 
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stage 


even picture puzzles with numer- 
ous meanings. St. Mary’s is 
blessed with a copious supply of 
artistic and musical talent which 
periodically comes to light. 

“The Life of Don Bosco was 
read in our refectory recently and 
so we are preparing a Skit employ- 
ing some of the vivid incidents 
from his life’s work which portray 
the excellent principles he followed 
in the education pas social welfare 
of the neglected Italian youth of 
his day. We hope the Sisters of our 
mission schools will receive much 
guidance and practical information 
for their teaching methods.” 

LITURGY 

Sister Martha emphasizes the 

importance of her group as fol- 


lows: “Friday Night means activ- 
ity night for St. Mary’s. While 
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Working on designs for various occasions. 


some Sisters eagerly become en- 
grossed in their dramatic art and 
design projects, others direct their 
steps to the dancing lessons, and 
some hum their way to the singing 
class... we with majesty, 
mount to a certain room on the 
second floor. Now if we appear to 
put ourselves above the others, it 
is because our subject is such an 
elevating one... The Liturgy. 
“The door quietly closes and the 
Bibles, which each Sister has under 
her arm are opened on the table, 
and a search 1s on! Our plan, of 
course, is to find and prepare re- 
ligious entertainment which cor- 
responds with the Liturgy and in- 
terprets the spirit of the Church at 
such times as Advent, Christmas, 
the Epiphany, Lent, Easter, Pen- 
tecost. So pages turn and amid the 
rustling and at intervals, a voice is 


heard, ‘Here it is!’...a hymn, a 
psalm, a prayer, a poem, a read- 
ing... all are brought into play 

. in a word, everything that will 
help one and all to live in accord 
with the wish of the Church, found 
in the Liturgy. And where will you 
find the key to this precious treas- 
ure? In the room on the second 
floor of St. Mary’s.” 

And now my patient reader, I 
hope your question has been hap- 
pily and satisfactorily answered. 
But I have a request to make. 
Pray for the Missions and their 
Missionaries daily, please, 
daily ... that Our Lady of Africa 
and her Divine Son will apply the 
fruits of their apostolic labors to 
the souls of the infidels of AFRI- 
CA... AFRICA the hope of the 
future. 

Sr. M. Bonaventura, W.S. 
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DURING THE 
YEAR OF 
SPECIAL 
MISSIONARY 
TRAINING 


Much of the young Sis- 

ters’ time is given to the 

study of missiology and 
languages. 
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Knowing the art of making vest- 
ments and altar supplies will render 


great service to the Sisters when 
on the missions. 


The Sisters do research work, which 
will prove helpful to them later on. 
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But the young Sisters need exercise and recreation. Some of them like to play 
basketball 


ee ae 


The musicians get together and have fun in their own way. | 
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On Sunday afternoons most of the Sisters go for a walk, some to the sea, others to 
visit the Arab families. 
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Then back through the monastery garden to the chapel. 
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On Thursday morning there is 
an air of excitement and happy an- 
ticipation all through the house, for 
it is the day we go to our classes: 
some of the Sisters teach Catech- 
ism to European children in the 
surrounding parishes, and others, 
like myself, go to the town to teach 
sewing to little Arab girls. 

After Mass and breakfast, there 
is a great to-do of putting on spot- 
less aprons and gathering up sup- 
plies (do I have enought needles 

and what happened to that red 


Not only do the Sisters teach the girls to sew and knit, but they profit by this 
occasion to give them moral lessons as well. 
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thread? Oh, my, wkat will I do 
about that seam ‘that Yamina has 
to rip?) and we are off down the 
palm-bordered avenue. It is a 20- 
es walk to town down a 
country road lined with all kinds 
of green and flowering shrubs and 
a carpet of wild flowers in the thick 


grass, 


But now we enter the town prop- 
er: walls hide many of the houses 
from the street, but we catch glimp- 
es of beige-colored walls, of tur- 
rets and ornate balconies, of carved 
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doors and paved inner courts... 
And the children begin to appear: 
in twos and threes they run up to 
shake each Sister’s hand and greet 
her individually. Then they fall in 
behind us or run ahead to be at the 
door of the school .. . just like little 
girls anywhere. And they all beg 
to be allowed to carry our bags and 
boxes ...it is a great honor which 
must be deserved. 

When we arrive at the school, 
there is quite a crowd gathered, 
and the greetings begin all over 
again, even the tiny six-year-olds 
being quite intent on doing it cor- 
rectly. Finally, we are ready to 
start: each class sets to work with 
a will, from the tiny ones earnestly 
pushing their big needles in and 
out of their craftpaper flowers to 
the older girls learning the stitches 
that eventually will allow them to 
make their own clothes and keep 
them in order. 

These little girls are eager to 
learn to sew and knit. In most cases, 
the parents are quite indifferent to 
the matter. Strange to say, if the 
girls come, their attendance is com- 
pletely voluntary. They are quite 
dexterous with the needle, and 
when it comes to embroidery and 
knitting they learn with an aston- 
ishing rapidity. However, like little 
girls the world over, they tire quick- 
ly of sewing a long straight seam 
or ripping a badly sewn hem... 
Then they must be encouraged by 
the vision of the finished product 
or their future abilities. 

An hour goes by quickly, and 
then it is time to play. Many of 
these little girls do not know how 
to play, at least as we think of 
“play,” in a group or at active 


The children must be taught how to play. 


games, so that much of the recrea- 
tion is spent teaching them the or- 
dinary children’s games and songs. 
Once over their initial shyness at 
the novelty, they join in with as 
much enthusiasm as any little 
American girl... But where they 
differ from most other children I 
have known is in this, that they are 
quite ready to go back to their 
needles when the whistle is sound- 
ed. For them, sewing class is a wel- 
come change from the monotony of 
their cloistered lives at home, and 
they want to live every moment of 
it fully. 

And the next hour flies by, and 
it is time to tell them that they must 
leave. There is usually an outcry, 
and the work must be taken out of 
persistent little hands and put back 
in Sister’s box... for we take the 
work home in order to look it over 
and make little corrections, as well 
as to prepare work for the next 
time. And they leave slowly, with 
the same ritual of individual hand 
shakes and goodbyes. 
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It is always a joy for the children to see 
the Sisters come to their village 


In the afternoon, the same scenes 
are repeated with another group of 
little girls, and the hours fly by as 
we look and teach and encourage 
charges... As we work, we 
talk: we tell them little stories that 
will teach them to be kind and good 
and charitable. But most of all, by 
our example we seek to prove the 
worth of what we say. 


our 


And finally, late in the afternoon, 
we start back to St. Mary’s happy 
in the knowledge that we have been 


able to give to these children a little 
pleasure, some knowledge of a use- 
ful art and, what is much more im- 
portant, a certain measure of trust 
and confidence in us and, therefore, 
of tolerance for our religion. Let us 
hope and pray that as time goes on, 
they will come to understand us 
more and more, and eventually, 
with the grace of God, to see the 
light which we desire so ardently 
to light in this land of darkness and 
spiritual misery. 


Sister M. Rositpa, W.S. 


LEARNING TO CONSOLE THE AFFLICTED 


From the day I stepped into St. 
Mary’s I have been extremely 
happy. Every minute has been 
filled with activities of all kinds: 
One of the most interesting is vis- 
iting Moslem families in their 
homes. I usually accompany a Sis- 
ter, who speaks Arabic fluently 
and she comforts the women and 


teaches them how to care for their 


little ones. 
One day we went to a nearby 


village called Clos Salembiéer. On 
our arrival many children were 
playing in the street, but as soon 
as they saw the Sisters, they came 
running to us. Taking our hands in 
theirs they greeted us with smiles. 
I noticed their tiny hands were 
stained red, and some even had 
this red stain on their hair and 
feet. I asked my companion the 
reason and she explained the Arab 
custom of putting henna on them- 
selves. When a big feast or some 
joyful event takes place, the Mos- 
lem women and children color their 
hands and feet and dye their hair. 
For example, when a member of 
the family gets married, or per- 
haps for the birth of a child, all the 
women will have henna stains for 
weeks. 

We entered the home we had 
planned to visit ... one room, with 
a tiny window, in which the whole 
family eat and sleep; in one corner 
there was a bed and a pile of 
blankets. We had arrived at their 
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The women are always happy when they can tell their troubles to the Sisters and 


be consoled. 


mealtime, so they immediately 
stopped eating, for it would be im- 
polite to continue when a guest ar- 
rives, in spite of Sister’s insistence 
that they should finish. 

The women are dressed quite 
simply, but often they have many 
bracelets and ornaments. This je- 
welry is often put on a child when 
it is sick, for it is believed to be 
a charm against the evil spirits. 

I soon learned the reason for our 
visit. The woman of the house had 
just lost a 10-year-old son. He was 
killed in an accident and her dis- 
tress was pitiful to see. To lose a 
child is always hard to bear, but, 
to lose a son is a real calamity in 
Moslem lands, where boys are so 
highly regarded by the whole com- 
munity. Speaking in the woman’s 
own language, Sister showed her 
sincere and friendly sympathy, 


and did her best to conform the 
bereaved mother. 

Soon it was time to go, and we 
arose, but the poor woman kept 
begging us to stay and talk a little 
more. In touching gratitude for 
our sympathetic visit, she would 
have given us anything in the 
house, but we could only refuse 
smilingly, telling her that we 
wanted to come and show our 
friendship. And so we went back to 
Saint Mary’s, passing by the chil- 
dren once more, hoping that some 
day they will know the joy of 
Christian living, the true charity 
that wants to give without count- 
ing the cost. 

Send forth more messengers, O 
Lord, for the harvest is great, and 
the workers are so few. 

Sr. Mary Justine, W.S. 
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MARY PROTECTS HER CHILDREN 


\ heavy knock at the dispensary 
door called me for an urgent case. 
Petro Kayowa 
two sons all covered with 

“What happened:” I 


with his 
blood. 
asked. 

‘\lama’ and we will 


} 
POC od the Blessed 


“Be seated 
1 you how 
Virgin has been to us. 

I did not doubt Our Blessed 
Mother’s kindness, but there was 
no time to be seated, I began to 
wash the wounds as they related 
their story trembling with eriotion. 

Leo and Francisco were work- 
ing in the field with their father 
when the dog began to bark and 
disappeared in the tall grass, as if 
The boys, think- 
a monkey, fol- 
about two hundred 


aiter some prev. 
ing it Was cCnasing 


lowed it for 


1 


feet and seeing nothing decided to 
return to their work. 


All of a sudden Leo, saw, behind 
a tree that was between him and 
his brother, a leopard ready to 
leap. \ sense of duseer seized the 
two boys. At the same time their 
Christian souls vibrated and they 
made the Sign of the Cross and 
S.0.S. to their heavenly 
Mother. “Good Mother in heaven 


neip us, save us. 


In a bound the supple animal 
alighted on Leo’s shoulders and 
‘lasping him with his strong paws, 
dug into the boy’s right arm with 
its steel-like claws. Leo made a 
desperate effort and with his left 
hand, still free, seized the nape of 
the tawny neck. 


c 


Francisco had 
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come to the rescue. The animal 
roared with anger and dug its 
claws into the boy’s back. The 
struggle went on for several min- 
utes. The leopard bit Francisco’s 
leg, but, with a vigorous effort, he 
succeeded in plunging his lance 
into the aggressor’s flank. 

In his field Petro worked on 

. the calls and screams reached 
him. He ran to help his sons, 
brandishing his hatchet. Great 
blows fell on the tawny head, the 
eyes rolled, the savage growling 
disclosed sharp pointed teeth 
then the head stiffened, the paws 
loosened their clasp, the body 
swayed and dropped heavily to the 
ground. 

The boys had felt the leopard’s 
cruelty but their wounds were not 
serious. Looking at their assailant, 
they wondered how they had ever 
emerged alive from the battle. Fer- 
vent thanks went to their heavenly 
Mother as they set out for the 
Mission to have their wounds 
dressed. They could not leave their 
victim behind so they painfully 
carried it with them. When they 
finished telling the story, they ex- 
claimed, “Oh, how good God is! 
How Mary loves us!” 

When I finished caring for their 
wounds they begged me to go to 
the Church with them to thank 
God and His Blessed Mother. 


I asked Our Blessed Mother to 
protect them and all the . frican 
children from the animals roam- 
ing around, but also from the in- 
visible ones, whose attacks can 
ruin their souls. 


Sr. Mary Hecwic, WS. 


IN PRAISE OF MARY 


A class of young children in 
Nyasaland composed the following 
list of Our Lady’s virtues and privi- 
leges in their own words and com- 
bined them into the following 
Litany of Our Lady: 

Our Lady is holy. 

—suffered more than any one else. 

—loves all men, even the bad ones. 

—prays for us while she works up 
in Heaven. 

—forgives her enemies, just like 
our Lord did. 

—gives us strength. 

—inspires us to pray. 

—is the mother of our Lord Jesus 

—is a virgin. 

—is Our Mother. 

—fights against the devil. 

—is better than anyone. 

—is in Heaven with her body and 
soul. 

—has a kind heart. 

—is an example to all because of 
her faith. 

—never spoke anything but the 
truth, 

—obeyed the Commandments and 
was humble. 

—did not speak many words but 
she said: “I am the servant of 
the Lord” and these she prac- 
ticed until death. 


Sister asked her young pupils: 

“What would you do if God gave 
you the power to create some- 
thing?” 

A few minutes were given for re- 
flection ...then a little girl, who 
was still a catechumen answered: 

“T would create a soul that could 
not sin, nor displease God.” 
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v AFRICAN BISHOP 


CONSECRATED 
A WHITE FATHER 


The White Father kneels 
before the African Bishop 
during the ceremony in 
which he was consecrated 


% 


Bishop. 


Religious News Service Photograph 


Palm Sunday was one of the hap- 
piest and - ost significant days in the 
history of the African missions . .. the 
day on which. f for the first time, a Ne- 
gro Bishop consecrated a White Bishop 

In the Cathedral of Kabgayi, in 
Ruanda, Bishop Bigirumwami, Vicar 
Apostolic of Nyundo, consecrated a 
Swiss White Father, the Most Rever- 
end Andrew Perraudin, as Vicar Apos- 
tolic of Kabgayi. Yet, less than 90 
years ago the name of our Lord had 
never been heard in this part of Africa. 
Bishop Bigirumwami himself was con- 
secrated hardly 50 years after the 
first baptism was given in his country. 
His Excellency is the son of one of the 
White Fathers’ first converts in Ru- 
anda. 

Bishop Perraudin was consecrated 
just 17 years after the day of his or- 
dination. His Excellency was Rector 
of the Regional Seminary of Nyaki- 
banda in Ruanda and founder of an 
inter-racial students’ organization, 
grouping the pick of African and Eu- 
ropean students to study together the 
country’s cultural problems. 

About six thousand assisted at the 
ceremony among whom were King 
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Charles Mutara and the Governor 
General. In the course of his talk at 
the lunch which followed the ceremony, 
Bishop Perraudin told Bishop Bigir- 
umwami: “When it was learned that 
I had chosen you to confer on me the 
fulness of the priesthood the whole 
country applauded. To many, never- 
theless, the decision seemed to be ex- 
traordinary. In a way it is so when one 
considers the accelerated development 
of the center of Africa but I must tell 
you that it seems entirely normal to 
me and, this morning, when I drank 
the Precious Blood from the same 

chalice with you I had a true weg: g of 
the sentiments of fraternity that have 
always existed. When one’s thoughts 
go to that realm differences are so in- 
finitesimal that it is better not even to 
speak of them. 

“During these days an old friend of 
mine wrote that my gesture proves 
very well that the Church is above all 
races. I am going to answer him that 
he was not completely correct. The 
Church is in all races, at the heart of 
all races, uniting them from within. 
She is the only force in the world that 
can do that.” 
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SUFFERING SAVES SOULS 


“To save the world, speaking is not enough; there must be suffering.” 


The problem of suffering has tor- 
mented mankind since the earliest 
days. The terrible difference be- 
tween life in Paradise before the 
fall and life out of Paradise after 
it, brought home to Adam and Eve 
what was meant by the suffering 
that was to be their lot as long as 
they trod the earth. Yes, we can 
imagine Eve saying as she knelt 
before the dead body of her son 
Abel, “Why this, O God?” 

This “Why” has reechoed down 
the centuries. We can never fully 
fathom it. And, indeed, the first 
thing we should bear in mind is 
that if we could answer all our 
whys, we should be God. The first 
step then to attaining peace in suf- 
fering is to remember our creature- 
hood, our dependence, and to adore 
by accepting God’s decisions. But 
we should immediately go further 
and remember we are not only 
God’s creatures but also His chil- 
dren... His much-loved children 


CARDINAL LAVIGERIE 


.and that whatever He does, it 
is for our good, no matter how dif- 
ferently it appears to us. Here 
again, humility must be the main- 
stay of our faith. 

Then we can go still higher. 
Whether we realize it or not, every 
one of us is called upon to co-oper- 
ate with Our Lord in the work of 
Redemption. His way must be our 
way. And His way was the Way of 
the Cross. Our way will not be as 
hard as His, we may be sure, but 
it will be the way of suffering in a 
.and if 
we have a larger share, it will be 
because He loves and trusts us 
more. “The most divine of all di- 
vine works is to co-operate in the 
work of Redemption.” Let us not 
then say “Why, Lord?” Let us 
rather say “Thank you Lord, for 
choosing me to save souls with You, 


greater or lesser degree.. 


but give me courage to stay with 
You and give You the collabora- 
tion You expect of me.” 


SAVE CANCELLED STAMPS 


Cancelled stamps, especially foreign 
ones and United States commemora- 
tives and higher values, would be ap- 
preciated. In saving stamps you can 
help support the missions. 

Please send the stamps by parcel 


post when you have half a pound or 
more to: 


THE WHITE SISTERS 
319 Middlesex Ave. 
Metuchen, N. J. 
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Trape Amonc ArricaNs 


The most appalling thing in the 
\frican scourge during the nine- 
teenth century was the slave-trade, 
with the unprecedented crimes of 
slave dealers and the inhuman 
sufferings heaped upon the victims 
during the forced marches along 
the paths and by-paths of Africa. 
Cameron wrote thus Cardinal 
Lavigerie, the founder of the White 
Fathers and White Sisters: “I have 
seen the slaves squatting in the 
Arabs dhows, their bodies covered 
with sores and wounds, finally dy- 
ing for want of food and drink: 
the dead remaining fastened to the 
living, with smallpox adding its 
dreaded infection to the misfor- 
tune that already overwhelmed 
them.” 


Tue Voice or Leo XIII 

In 1888 Pope Leo XIII wrote a 
long letter to the Bishops in Brazil 
in which he reproved those dealing 
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African Slave-Trade in 


in the African slave-trade. His Ho- 
liness condemned it in the name of 
divine law and human rights, ap- 
pealing to the justice and charity 
of the Christian world to strive for 
the repression and abolition of this 
most shameful and criminal kind 
of all traffics. 


Tue Response OF THE 
PrimaATE oF AFRICA 

The Pope’s appeal could not 
pass unheeded by Cardinal Lavi- 
gerie, Archbishop of Algiers. Re- 
flecting upon all there was to be 
undertaken in Africa, Pope Leo 
XIIT told the Algerian Prelate that 
he relied especially on his assist- 
ance. Putting aside all other cares, 
the Cardinal immediately organ- 
ized a Crusade and by his eloquent 
appeals throughout Europe arous- 
ed whomsoever was worthy to be 
called Christian, worthy even of 
the name of man. 

Though it was not the first time 
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the 19th and 20th Centuries 


that Africa’s sore plight was made 
known to the civilized world, the 
day had come when Europe un- 
derstood the extensiveness of its 
distress and became enthusiastic 
in anti-slavery warfare. The Car- 
dinal’s ardent appeals re-echoed 
throughout the Western world. 
Several national committees is- 
sued bulletins; many conferences 
were held and produced every- 
where an earnest and practical in- 
terest in the anti-slavery move- 
ment. 


With his thanks and encourage- 
ment, Leo XIII sent 300,000 frances 
to be divided among the commit- 
tees to strengthen their efforts to- 
wards abolishing slave-trade. Both 
the Pope and the Cardinal wished 
nothing to be left undone to ac- 
complish this end. They also 
counted heavily on the friendly 
contact and the moral influence of 
the missionaries. 


Stave Trave In Our Times 

Is it possible that slavery still 
exists in our 20th Century? Acting 
on clues furnished by an Ameri- 
can to support persistent and 
wide-spread rumors that it does, 
the newspaper, “Afrique Nou- 
velle’ (New Africa) sought to es- 
tablish facts. It uncovered and 
published the story of an African, 
Awoud E]-Djoud, who tried to 
escape Arabia only to be captured 
and sold into slavery by a fellow 
Arab. The special committee which 
has been appointed by the U. N. 
to study the question of slavery in- 
vited him to disclose what he knew 
about slave-trade in Africa. His 
testimony gave strong evidence of 
a well-organized and _ secretive 
traffic which is patronized and 
made profitable by the well-to-do 


Arabs. 
On May 21st, 1954, M.C.W.W. 


Greenidge, Secretary of the Anti- 
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slavery Society of London, wrote 
in the revue, “America”: 


“Slavery still exists under a dif- 
ferent form among certain Afri- 
cans. Many Mohammedans mak- 
ing the pilgrimage to Mecca pass 
to the South of the Sahara. This 
journey on foot oftentimes takes 
one or two years. Many take or 
acquire servants along the way 
with the intent of selling them on 
arrival to defray 
expenses. 

“The United 
Nations condemns 
this traffic, and 
following it’s rec- 
ommendations, 
Holland has estab- 
lished rigid con- 
trols on its Indo- 
nesian borders, 
checking pilgrims 
both coming and 
going. France and 
England also 
check passports but their method 
has proved less effective. This 
form of traffic continues to thrive 
and is believed to be the principal 
source of slaves obtained outside 
the Arabian borders.” 


The dealers in slave-trade of 
West Africa have agents and ac- 
complices throughout the colonies 
and their bank accounts in the 
larger cities gives evidence of a 
prosperous business. Witnesses to 
these shameful dealings relate that 
a young marriageable girl will be 
sold for $500 or even more, an 
adult man for about $400, a mid- 
dle-aged woman for over $100. 
But profit comes not only from 
the price realized in the sale of the 
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Young girls 
devoting their lives to the 
salvation of African souls 
as White Sisters, should 
apply for information to: 
MoTHER SUPERIOR one public sale 
WHITE SISTERS’ CONVENT 
Mary GLENN R-D-2 
FRANKLIN, PA. 


slaves but also in wages received 
from the Arabian Government, be- 
cause many dealers are govern- 
ment officials. 
INVOLVEMENT OF THE 
AraBiAN GOVERNMENT 

Eldon Rutter, who has spent the 
greater part of his life in Arabia 
makes this notorious traffic known 
in his book, “Holy Cities of Ara- 
bia”. 

“Slavery is wide- 
ly practiced and 
accepted as social 
custom through- 
out Arabia, ex- 
cept in Aden,” he 
writes. “However, 
I have seen only 


desirous of 


which was in Mec- 

ca. Other cities 

along the Persian 

Gulf likewise deal 

in slave-trade, but 

sales are made in 
private or held under-cover.” 

Official records confirm the ex- 
istence of slavery, and in October, 
1936, King Ibn Saud issued a 
statement in this regard, which: 

1. forbade the importation of 

slaves from other countries in- 

to Arabia... 

2. gave protection to the slave 
against abuse, even the right 
to purchase his freedom... 

3. named an Inspector of con- 

trols on slavery, with the right 
to issue permits. 

The Secretary General of the 
Committee in the U. N. named to 
study slavery has repeatedly re- 
quested the Arabian Government 
to make known its status in this 
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regard. Its persistent silence and 
lack of cooperation seemingly gives 
conclusive evidence that slavery 
does exist within its borders. How- 
ever, it is believed that within the 
last few years the major portion 
of the slave trade has passed into 
the hands of Europeans who set- 
tled in Egypt. 
NUMBER OF SLAVES 

The actual number of slaves in 
captivity is not known. From the 
periodical, “Missi,” we learn that 
of the 38,000 who left Chad on 
pilgrimage to Mecca during the 
first half of 1954, only 8000 re- 
turned. One must feel deeply con- 


cerned to note the great number 
of very young boys and girls 
among the number. Similarly, of 
the 23,000 who left French West 
Africa during the same period, 
only 6000 came back. 

According to the Ultramarne 
Press there are 60 million slaves in 
the world at this time, that is, that 
many individuals who have been 
bought to do unpaid and forced la- 
bor. As a result of these findings, 
the Economic and Social Commit- 
tees of the U. N. have taken steps 
to strengthen and put into force 
stringent actions to make the Anti- 
slavery League more effective. 


Ange ina 


An African Maria Goretti 


In Nagongora, a mission post in 
Uganda, there is a grave always 
decked with flowers to which the 
Catholics come and kneel in pray- 
er. The grave is that of Angelina, 
an African Maria Goretti. 

Angelina was baptized when she 
was twelve years old. A few years 
later, a married man called Nahoro 
tried to persuade her to become his 
second wife, threatening to kill her 
if she did not yield to his wishes. 
Angelina answered by a most stern 
refusal and then, following the ad- 
vice of a White Father, she left 
her parents’ home to settle down at 
her brother’s, a few miles distance 
from Nagongora. 

Meanwhile, the man_ whose 
threats had caused the girl to leave 
her own home, was found guilty of 


theft and put into jail. Angelina 
on hearing of it, thought it was safe 
for her to return home. Unfortun- 
ately, Nahoro was soon released 
from prison. He repeated his pro- 
posals with still more insistence 
and finally, on the young girl’s un- 
flinching refusal, he stabbed her in 
a burst of blind frenzy. 


The mortally wounded Angelina 
was carried to the hospital in Toro- 
ro and received the last Sacraments 
from Father Willemen, the one to 
whom, a few months earlier, she 
had made known her resolution to 
die rather than commit a sin. An- 
gelina asked for her rosary to say 
it “Until her death.” Thus she 
peacefully breathed her last, not 
having allowed one word of revenge 
or hatred to pass her lips. 
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It was the 
White Sisters’ privilege to have 
been founded in the very country 
they were called to evangelize, Af- 
rica. Their Motherhouse is in Al- 
giers, but it has long been their de- 
sire to have a house in the heart of 
Christendom and now, at last. this 
wish has been fulfilled. The house 
on Janiculum Hill that belonged to 
the White Fathers was purchased 
and a community of White Sisters 
are settled there. It will be a study 
center for our Sisters attending 
Regina Mundi, the institute for 
Higher Studies for Religious. This 
year three African Sisters from 
Uganda, who were trained by the 
White Sisters, are to go to Regina 


Mundi. 


install- 
ed Father Abatey, the first African 
priest of the Gold Coast and a boy 
of Navrongo, Pastor of the parish. 
Father Abatey was ordained in 
1946 and served in several mission 
stations. His two curates are White 
Fathers, one of whom taught him 
in the Seminary. 

In his first sermon, Father 
Abatey declared that if the respon- 
sibilities of Pastor frightened him. 
thinking of the sacrifices and labors 
of the Missionaries gave him cour- 


age, despite his weakness. It was 
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also the thought that if his Bishop, 
therefore God, judged the time had 
come to confide to an African priest 
the direction of the mission of Nav- 
rongo, he had only to obey and 
count on the grace of God to imi- 
tate the devotedness of the White 
Fathers. 


of Kagunguli on Ukerewe 
Island in Lake Victoria to the care 
of the African clergy. The White 
Sisters will continue their works 
until the time comes when they, 
too, can be replaced by the African 
Sisters. Kagunguli is the first mis- 
sion that was opened on the Island 
in 1895. At present there are 10,000 
Catholics and five African priests. 
The White Fathers are beginning 
another mission about 40 miles 
away. 


for 
the founding of Kisubi mission in 
Uganda began with a Solemn High 
Mass attended by thousands. 
Mother Saint Honorat, one of the 
first White Sisters, was present for 
the ceremony and greeted with en- 
thusiasm by the people. Among 
them was the brave Louis, one of 
the first converts and the father of 
12 children from among whom God 
chose a priest and a Sister. After 
Benediction of the Blessed Sacra- 
ment in the afternoon, the Mission- 
aries and people were entertained 
by the’ children. 
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| ...in getting your friends to subscribe to 


... HELP THE MISSIONS 
wai .. SPREAD CATHOLIC LITERATURE 


AFRICA—$1.00 per year—$5.00 for six years 


Wuurre Sisters, 319 Middlesex Ave., Metuchen, N.]. 


Dear Sisters: 
Count me in to do “double duty” this month. Enclosed please 
find $ and the list of new subscribers for AFRICA. 


I am happy for this occasion to help the missions and spread 
Catholic literature. 


Name 
Address 
City Zone State 
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